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National Film Development Corporation of India
presents

GHARE-BAIRE

The Home and the World
a film by Satyajit Ray
from the novel by Rabindranath Tagore

distributor : Chhayabani

In 1905, pursuing the colonial policy of Divide and Rule, the Viceroy of
India, Lord Curzon, proposes splitting up Bengal into two separate
administrative units.

Curzon’s policy is violently opposed by a large section of the middleclass
intelligentsia, giving rise to widespread terrorist activity and boycott of
British goods. SANDIP MUKHERIJI, a leader of this political movement,
comes to Suksayar, the country estate of his friend NIKHIL CHOUDHURY,
to spread his gospel.

Nikhil, a man of modern, liberal views, is keen that his wife BIMALA
should come out of orthodox seclusion and mix with his friends. Bimala has
opposed this for a long time, but agrees at last to meet Sandip.

Bimala is swept off her feet by Sandip’scharisma and lively charm, which
contrast so strongly with her husband’s calm sobriety.

Sandip, too, is attracted to Bimala and decides to make Suksayar his
centre of political activity, staying asa guest in Nikhil's house. Although Nikhil
is a stern critic of Curzon'’s policy, he believes that the boycott moyement can
only harm the poor people, since there are no adequate Indian substitutes for
the foreign goods which are being boycotted.

Sandip carries on his political activities in defiance of Nikhil's views,
while Bimala's emotional involvement grows deeper by the day.

Nikhil realises that his wife has fallen in love with Sandip, and the politi-
cal situation is becoming more and more tense. He can force Sandip to leave
—in fact, he knows that Sandip is less a true patriot than a man driven by the
lust for power—but he realises that it wouldn’t bring him closer to his wife
who has yet to see through Sandip’s facade.

Only at the last moment does Bimala realise that her infatuation has been
with a man whose only concern is for self-glorification. She rejects Sandip
and goes back to her husband who forgives her

But it is too late. Communal riot has broken out. Sandip runs away to
safety. Nikhil rides off into the night to face the hostile mob...



